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Abstract
[bookmark: _GoBack]Islamic Faith just like any other religious faith has grown from seventh century when it begun into becoming one of the core religions in the world today. The continual spread and influence by this religion is due to various reasons just like any other religion has a strategy for influence. Strict adherence to its set rules and regulations which are clearly stated in their guide book Qur’an that is believed to have been written through an inspiration from God is one of the key reasons. Islam view Qur’an as a holy book with guiding principles that are not just meant to spread the religious believes but also a better guide on the way of life which should be adopted by all people. There are five pillars in the Muslim Faith that solidify their guiding laws. In fact, this pillars act as the main areas that differentiate the Muslim faith from all other religious faiths and believe systems. Muslims have a unique proclamation which is in their prayers daily and forms a basis for conversion to this faith. Prayer is also part of the pillars since all Islamic faithful are expected to pray facing Mecca five times in a day. Furthermore, giving to the poor, fasting and a visist to Hajji in Mecca are amongst their pillars. Any true and faithful Muslim is expected to strictly follow this laws as they can in order to remain in line with this faith.  Islam continues to influence the world with many people converting even though there are many changes that have taken place in the faith since it begun. 

Islamic Faith
Introduction
Islam refers to a religious belief system begun in around the seventh century. It is believed to have been started by Muhammad. Muslims strictly adhere to Qur'an and the five Pillars.  This paper looks at Islamic faith with the aim of getting a deeper knowledge and incite in this religion and the various practices. Areas such as faith and laws, Qur'an, Pillars of Islam and belief systems that make Islam unique will be handled in this paper. Furthermore, we shall as well explore trends and the various shifts that have taken place in this religion (Smith, 2010).  
Islamic Faith
The Islamic religion is basically legalistic in nature. Islam as a religion places a strict emphasis on obedience to the laws of God. They encourage people to read and obey Qur’an as a book that is a pointer to God. Therefore, Koran is their basis and the perfect book on Allah. The book provides certain common principles that form a theology and a code of acceptable contact for all Muslim faithful (Bernheimer & Rippin, 2013). There is a strict training through madrasa mean to inculcate religious believes into young people as they grow into various life stages.
The Koran (Qur’an)
Muslims have a strict dependence on the Koran which they take as the very word of God. According to them, the book was given to Muhammad being a key person to them through divine inspiration. The revelations that formed a basis of this book was given to the prophet in a span of over twenty years and were later written and preserved as a true message forming the book of God. Other personalities like Abu Bakr played a key role in the compilation of the various revelations for the future posterity (Watt, 2014).
Mohamed’s death marked a beginning of writing a complete written text of Qur’an. Memorization begun to ensure other methods are employed to assist in passing on the word of God to their coming generation. Care has always been considered in ensuring that a standard version of the book is generated to avoid and eliminated contradictory content (Watt, 2014). The standard version has been translated to reach out to various parts of the Muslim world and also assist in the conversion of more people into this religion. Therefore, in about fourteen generations, Koran has survived without many alterations. The book relies much on loudly message reciting and memorizing especially for those under training in this religion. Translation from Arabic was restricted since followers were to learn it in Arabic and therefore create commonality in language. Therefore, Arabic was initially the original language for almost every Muslim faithful.
There are nations that have come up as Arabic speaking whose origin is based on the spread of Islam. For instance, Iraq, Iran and Morocco. Koran, therefore, remains an important book for their theology, law and ethical issues. The study of this books is still key to every Muslim faithful (Ali, 2011).
The Five Pillars of Islamic Faith
The Five Pillars form common uniting elements amongst the Muslim faithful. They are essential undertakings which every Muslim ought to perform as they are willing and able to. The five pillars are accepted in every Islamic part of the world and therefore functions as a uniting mechanism for all these people. The first amongst the five Pillars is faith profession through which every person is converted to Muslim (Ali, 2011). The proclamation is always repeated in Islamic prayers daily and captures believe in God emulation of a good life displayed through prophet Mohamed.
Prayer which is usually called salad is recited five times a day when Muslims are called to the point of prayer. This is done from the point of prostration in the mosque while they are facing Mecca which symbolizes recognition of the origin place of Islam and the unity thereof. Religion has allowed this prayer to be offered either at home, workplace or in the mosque depending on proximity and convenience. Muslims are also required as part of the Five pillars to give to those who are poor, the widowed and to help spread Islam (Cragg, 2013). To be precise, Muslims are expected to make an annual contribution of about 2.5 percent of the sum of wealth an individual has.
Ramadan fasting during the holy month is amongst the pillars. This is usually during the 9th month of their calendar where those who are in good health avoid food and even sexual contacts. This is in an effort to consecrate and focus on Allah. Finally, all Muslims are expected to visit Hajji to Mecca at least in their lifestyle. Hajji emphasizes unity and strict observance of Islamic laws without giving up (Cragg, 2013).
Islamic law
Islam is both is a law as well as a religion. As a law, Muslims derive their way of life from this religious believes. These laws are called Sharia since they form a guide for proper living. A perfect pattern for human code of conduct. The law is taken to have been established by God as a supreme law giver. Establishment by God of this law has made people believe that Sharia has to be obeyed without any questioning whether people understand it or they don’t. The law touches on many aspects of human life and some nations which are Islamic have been found to take part in this law for use in their constitution. 
Laws concerning family matters are outlined in Koran on quit earlier Arabic tribal patterns and emphasizes obedience and integration of family and society. Aspects such as marriage are allowed for every Muslim man or woman unless they have physical issues on the body or financial problems. Muslim men are allowed to even marry women from other faiths like Christians since they are also referred to as people of the book even though women are not allowed to marry men from other faiths. Women are however allowed certain privileges such as property ownership (Othman & Thani, 2010).
Qur'an allows men to have up to even four wives. However, co-wives must also be given a similar treatment according to the law concerning affection and financial support. Marrying of many wives might have come up due to the need to give protection and security in the society especially when it was thought that women are outnumbering men. Islamic law is taken to be applicable to every human being and therefore not only to the Muslims.
Islam also offers a system of government and a basis for ruler-ship. It gives a perfect example for the theocratic state where all the powers are in and with God who is viewed as being in charge of all. Therefore, the work of the government in such nations is to just serve as a guide to allow for observance of religious laws. Muslim does not have priesthood to act as a linking factor between men and God. They only have leaders of worship and those experts in the interpretation of the law. However, everybody is a common member of the entire community (Othman & Thani, 2010).
How is Islamic Faith is Different from other Religious Faiths
There are many aspects that make Islam different. The religion stands out as the only one that has a big resistance to secularization. They do not allow a mix up especially in terms of political influence to religious believes. According to them, Muhammad who is an important figure was more diverse compared to other prominent leaders of other faiths (RMU database, (2012).  For instance, unlike Jesus Christ, Muhammad was both a theologian, a warrior and a political leader according to Islam. Furthermore, he was as well a leader and a builder of a nation. Therefore, there is a good aspect and link between both religious and political aspects for the believer which were established by God through one man, Muhammad (Hoyland, 2014).
Qur’an is also viewed as a speech direct from God. Therefore, unlike Christian bible which has been dismissed by different individuals, Islam is believed to be difficult when it comes to dismissal as being irrelevant. Furthermore, even though Muslims are not so bound to their faith, unlike in other faiths like Christianity, they cannot easily escape. It is a rare case to get those of this faith getting converted to other religions even though with the current advancements and interaction with other faiths, the trends is slowly changing (Peters, 2010).
The strict observation of religious laws and believes is evident in Islam, unlike other faiths. That is why in this century even well-educated Muslim ladies still dress in respect to this religion. This is irrespective of whether they are well educated and modernized or not. Even though the western world has sometimes viewed it as an oppression of women rights and freedom of expression on humanity, this has done so little in altering the belief systems and strict observation of this rules by Muslims. Therefore, we can confidently conclude that little changes have happened in this faith as a result of the influence caused by other religions, no wonder nations like Iraq continue to stand strong despite the attack by other nations on grounds of religious oppression (Hoyland, 2014).
Islamic Extremism
Islamic extremism is well defined as any form of Islam that is against democracy and people's liberty. Furthermore, anything against liberty and mutual respect and intolerance to other believe systems is discouraged. Such intolerance has always been the source of violence leading to the formation of groups which try to war based on such agendas. Terrorists have in most cases been associated with Islamic extremism which has in the recent past seen the rise of individuals such as Osama bin Laden. However, there has been a rejection of the move to associate non-violent Islam with terrorism (Vermeulen, & Bovenkerk, 2012).
President Trump has recently been seen to put a lot of restrictions and traveling bans, especially on the Islamic nations. The basis has always been based on the security due to terrorism. Whether this stand is true or not is still an aspect which requires proper analysis even though quite a number of substantial pieces of evidence continue to unfold. Extremists have been blamed on the grounds of attacks and major killings since most of them take such wars as acceptable and religious (Vermeulen, & Bovenkerk, 2012). The hostility that has come up for instance between the USA and Islamic nations cannot be ignored.
Trends in Islamic Faith
There are many changes that are taking place in the Islamic faith. Muslims have continued to modernize due to interactions with other religious faiths especially Christianity whose mission is to convert most of them. Christianity and other religions have influenced a change in some aspects in the Islamic believes making some of the Muslim faithful to drop some of the believes they think are backward. For instance, it is not surprising when today many Muslim women are getting married to the men from other religions (Estes & Tiliouine, 2014).
Islam has also grown. It is currently viewed as the highest growing religion in the world. For example, there is a well-growing structure even in the west with almost every major city having a mosque. International Islamic organization have also have come up and they continue to grow. These include organizations like World Congress based in Pakistan and Islamic schools in most parts of countries in the world (Dannreuther & March, 2010). Such institutions, especially the institutions of learning have been used in influencing the growth of Islamic faith since in some cases, most of pupils and students in those institutions are not even those with Islamic origin.
Islamic faith has also currently coexisted with other religions. Extremism and the intolerance that was there initially between Islam and other faiths has diminished. Today, there is better relationship between for instance Christians and Muslims can now meet together and discuss soberly without having to physically fight in the name of protecting their faith and religious believes (Dannreuther & March, 2010).
Conclusion
In conclusion, it is indeed true that Islamic religion like any other religion has experienced a lot of changes since it begun. However, just like any religion must have its core foundations, Islamic faith has also pillars that make it able to stand alone as a religion. The religion as brought out in this research has laws that are strictly adhered to since it is believed that those laws are given by Allah. There are also a number of distinguishing factors that make it unique religion when compared to others. Trends have continued to occur in this religion making it to change in order to survive the modern advancements. However, the basic principles that make it unique still stand even today.
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